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Abstract : 

Improving the quality of Islamic education in higher education institutions is a strategic 
necessity to produce graduates who excel in knowledge, character, and morals. However, 
research indicates that quality remains relatively low due to curricula that are unresponsive to 
modern developments, lecturer-centered teaching methods, and limited learning facilities. This 
study aims to analyze the relationship between the Islamic education curriculum and quality 
improvement strategies through a qualitative library research approach, analyzing scientific 
journals, academic books, and educational regulations. The results show that strengthening 
educational quality can only be achieved if the curriculum serves as an integrative axis 
coordinating teaching quality and facility provision. The resulting integration model consists of 
three pillars: competency-based curriculum revision, enhanced lecturer competence through 
interactive pedagogical innovation, and investment in technology-based learning facilities. 
These pillars form a holistic learning ecosystem to produce graduates who are scientifically 
competitive, technologically adaptive, and spiritually grounded. These findings confirm that 
curriculum reform must be accompanied by a transformation of pedagogy and infrastructure to 
meet contemporary needs without losing Islamic values. 

Keywords : curriculum, education quality, teaching, learning facilities, higher education 
 
Abstrak : 

Peningkatan mutu pendidikan Islam di perguruan tinggi merupakan sebuah 
kebutuhan strategis untuk menghasilkan lulusan yang unggul dalam penguasaan ilmu 
pengetahuan, karakter, dan akhlak. Namun, berbagai penelitian menunjukkan bahwa 
mutu pendidikan Islam masih relatif rendah akibat kurikulum yang kurang responsif 
terhadap perkembangan zaman, metode pembelajaran yang masih berpusat pada 
dosen, serta keterbatasan sarana dan prasarana belajar. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 
menganalisis hubungan antara kurikulum pendidikan Islam dan strategi peningkatan 
mutu pendidikan di perguruan tinggi melalui pendekatan kualitatif berbasis studi 
pustaka. Analisis dilakukan terhadap jurnal ilmiah, buku akademik, serta regulasi 
pendidikan yang berkaitan dengan kurikulum, pedagogi, serta sarana dan prasarana 
pembelajaran. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penguatan mutu pendidikan 
Islam hanya dapat dicapai apabila kurikulum diposisikan sebagai poros integratif yang 
mengoordinasikan kualitas pengajaran serta penyediaan fasilitas belajar. Model 
integrasi yang dihasilkan terdiri atas tiga pilar: revisi kurikulum berbasis kompetensi, 
peningkatan kompetensi dosen melalui inovasi pedagogi interaktif, dan investasi pada 
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fasilitas pembelajaran berbasis teknologi. Ketiga pilar ini membentuk ekosistem 
pembelajaran yang holistik untuk menghasilkan lulusan pendidikan Islam yang 
unggul secara ilmiah, adaptif terhadap teknologi, dan kuat secara spiritual.  Temuan 
penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa reformasi kurikulum harus disertai transformasi 
pedagogi dan infrastruktur pendidikan agar mampu menjawab kebutuhan zaman 
tanpa kehilangan identitas nilai-nilai Islam. 

Kata Kunci: Fasilitas pembelajaran, kurikulum pendidikan islam, mutu pendidikan,pendidikan 
tinggi, pengajaran  
 

INTRODUCTION  
Islamic education at the university level plays a strategic role in producing 

human resources who are not only proficient in modern science, but also have 
good character, integrity, and noble morals (Rodin et al., 2025). Higher education 
institutions have a dual mandate: to produce academically competitive graduates 
while ensuring the internalization of Islamic values in the character building of 
students (Jakandar et al., 2025). Therefore, Islamic higher education not only has 
the task of preparing students to enter the workforce, but also shaping their 
personalities to become complete individuals who are able to balance intellectual, 
emotional, social, and spiritual intelligence in their professional and social lives 
(Adriansyah et al., 2025). It is at this point that the curriculum becomes a 
fundamental element because it determines the direction, content, structure, and 
learning strategies in the process of shaping students' competencies and 
character (Firdaos et al., 2024). 

However, various research reports indicate that the quality of Islamic 
education in higher education institutions still faces dynamics and challenges 
that have not been optimally resolved (Fakhruddin, 2021). These challenges are 
not only related to the low level of preparedness of graduates in facing the 
demands of the world of work and developments in modern industry, but also 
stem from structural weaknesses in the education system (Maysitoh et al., 2018; 
Rusnawati, 2022). A curriculum that is not responsive to developments in science 
and technology, teaching methods that are still teacher-centered, and limited 
learning facilities that do not support research- and technology-based learning 
are the dominant factors hindering quality improvement (Hamdan, 2020; 
Khofifah et al., 2024; Rahmat & Khoiriyah, 2023). This condition shows that the 
problem of Islamic education quality cannot be viewed individually per 
component, but is a systemic symptom that stems from the lack of synergy 
between the elements of learning (Suryana, 2020). 

From an educational policy perspective, the curriculum is positioned as 
al-manhaj, a comprehensive guide that not only regulates the transfer of 
knowledge but also shapes the identity, Islamic worldview, personality, and 
moral orientation of students (Al-Faid & Lismawati, 2024). A curriculum that 
focuses too much on cognitive aspects without integrating affective and 
psychomotor dimensions will produce graduates who are intellectually 
intelligent but unable to respond to moral dilemmas and ethical challenges in 
their professional and social lives (Sari, 2025). Therefore, the development of an 
ideal Islamic education curriculum should be based on the principle of 
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integrating knowledge and Islamic values, so that learning is not only 
informative but also transformative encouraging students to become positive 
contributors to global society without losing sight of Islamic spiritual and ethical 
principles  (Nurdiyanto et al., 2024). 

The need for curriculum integration and strengthening the quality of 
Islamic education is becoming increasingly urgent in line with the rapid 
development of digital technology, globalization of education, the 
transformation of industry 4.0 and 5.0, and competition between higher 
education institutions. Islamic universities that do not innovate their curricula 
and learning methods risk falling behind in regional and international academic 
competition (Ahmad Manshur & Isroani, 2023; Rahmanda Kashfahri et al., 2025). 
In this context, synergy between curriculum quality, lecturer pedagogical 
competence, and adequate learning facilities is no longer merely an option, but a 
key prerequisite for achieving sustainable educational quality (Anwar et al., 2025; 
Firdaus & Fuad, 2025; Fuadi, 2025). High professional demands and community 
needs have encouraged Islamic universities to develop adaptive, research-based 
learning systems that are relevant to current developments, without 
compromising Islamic values (Idariyanty et al., 2025; Rodliyah et al., 2024). 

Based on this urgency, a conceptual study of the relationship between the 
curriculum and strategies for improving the quality of Islamic education is very 
important to explore further (Arbi, 2018) (Dwi & Arifin, 2025; Wahyu et al., 2025). 
A comprehensive theoretical analysis is needed to formulate a system-based 
strategic approach that can be applied by universities to improve the quality of 
learning (Makki et al., 2023). Therefore, this study aims to analyze the 
relationship between Islamic education curriculum and strategies for improving 
the quality of education in higher education through a literature review. This 
study presents a theoretical synthesis oriented towards the development of a 
quality, adaptive, futuristic Islamic education model that remains based on moral 
values as the core of Islamic education. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD  

This study uses a qualitative approach based on library research. The 
selection of this method is in line with the objectives of the study, namely to 
conduct a conceptual and evaluative analysis of curriculum integration and 
quality improvement in Islamic education in higher education. Unlike field 
research that collects data through observation or interviews, this study focuses 
on searching, reviewing, and synthesizing information from various relevant 
scientific works. 

The literature sources used include national and international journals, 
academic books on Islamic education curriculum and management, as well as 
government regulatory documents related to the implementation of higher 
education. The selection of literature was carried out using purposive sampling, 
namely selecting documents that are directly related to the topics of curriculum, 
education quality, learning models, and education facility management. 
The analysis process was carried out through four systematic stages: 
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1. Identification and categorization of sources, namely classifying literature 
based on broad themes such as curriculum, pedagogy, education quality, 
and educational facilities. 

2. Extraction of main ideas, namely identifying key concepts, empirical 
findings, theories, or frameworks relevant to the study objectives. 

3. Comparative analysis, which involves comparing findings across studies 
to identify similarities, differences, and gaps in educational concepts or 
practices that still need improvement. 

4. Synthesis and model formulation, which involves developing a new, 
integrative understanding of the relationship between curriculum and 
strategies for improving the quality of Islamic education. 
With this approach, the study is able to provide a comprehensive picture 

of the conceptual structure and causal relationships between factors that 
influence the quality of Islamic education in higher education. The literature 
review method allows researchers to formulate recommendations based on 
theory and empirical findings without having to conduct field research, thus 
remaining relevant to the development of science and educational policy 
innovation. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The findings of the literature study confirm that the integration of the 
curriculum and strategies for improving the quality of Islamic education in 
higher education can only be comprehensively understood if the curriculum is 
treated as the foundation of a learning system that influences all elements of 
education, from planning and implementation to evaluation. As stated in the 
introduction, the quality of Islamic education graduates is not only determined 
by academic ability, but also by character building and good morals (Luthfiatul 
Udhma & Sri Minarti, 2025).  

 

Figure 1. Relationship Between Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Facilities 
Thus, the discussion of the quality of Islamic education cannot be separated from 
the effectiveness of the curriculum, learning methodology, and available 
facilities. The emphasis on the tripartite relationship between the teaching 
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curriculum and facilities is the main focus of this theoretical study. 
Curriculum as the Foundation for Competencyx and Character Building 
(Expanded and Revised Version) 

Literature analysis shows that the Islamic education curriculum has a 
strategic function in shaping students' academic competence and personality. 
The curriculum not only serves as a tool for transmitting textual knowledge, but 
also as an instrument that integrates intellectual, spiritual, and ethical values into 
all learning activities (Prasetyo & Hamami, 2020a). From an Islamic 
epistemological perspective, the curriculum is positioned as a mechanism that 
integrates cognitive (‘ilm), affective (adab), and practical (‘amal) dimensions, so 
that the goal of education is not merely to produce graduates with intellectual 
intelligence, but to shape individuals with character who are oriented towards 
public welfare (Husamah et al., 2025). Islamic education curriculum can see in 
figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. Conceptual Structure of the Islamic Education Curriculum 
A curriculum that integrates science-based learning and moral education 

aims to form holistic individuals who balance rationality, spirituality, and social 
ethics, thereby fostering students’ moral awareness, social responsibility, and 
spiritual development (Sarwoedi et al., 2025). Literature reviews indicate that an 
ideal Islamic education curriculum should be adaptive to scientific 
developments, technological change, societal needs, and global workforce 
demands (Prasetyo & Hamami, 2020b). A theory-oriented curriculum is 
insufficient to meet 21st-century competencies such as critical thinking, 
collaboration, digital literacy, and problem-solving (Zafirah et al., 2024).  
Curriculum renewal involves transforming learning to simultaneously develop 
academic, professional, and spiritual competencies (Gao, 2025). 

Curriculum and educational quality are causally related in the context of 
Islamic higher education. The curriculum's value is not optimally applied in 
classroom practice when it is revised without corresponding changes to teaching 
methods (Puspitasari, 2025). Without curriculum reform, improvements in 
teaching methods and educational facilities cannot significantly enhance 
education quality, as the curriculum determines the orientation, direction, and 
culture of learning toward a modern and adaptive ecosystem grounded in 
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Islamic values (Fitroh et al., 2024; Suwandari et al., 2025).  
Thus, the curriculum serves as a foundation that coordinates Islamic 

educational objectives, learning strategies, and character development of 
students (Zahra, 2019). Without curriculum reform supported by teaching 
innovation and adequate infrastructure, learning remains rooted in outdated 
paradigms, whereas the curriculum is essential for producing knowledgeable 
graduates with strong moral and spiritual identities. 
Challenges in the Quality of Islamic Education in Higher Education (Expanded 
and Revised Version) 

Improving the quality of Islamic higher education faces interconnected 
challenges in curriculum relevance, pedagogical approaches, and learning 
facilities, which together form a causal chain influencing overall learning quality 
and educational outcomes. A major challenge lies in curriculum relevance, as its 
misalignment with scientific progress, labor market needs, and digital 
transformation limits the development of students’ analytical, creative, 
communication, collaboration, and problem-solving skills (Alenezi, 2023; 
McCarthy et al., 2023). curriculum that treats students merely as knowledge 
recipients fails to develop research skills, technological competence, and real-
world problem-solving abilities needed for modern academic and professional 
competition (Agus Pahrudin et al., 2025; Na’im et al., 2022; Nasbi, 2017a) . A 
stagnant Islamic education curriculum risks losing social relevance and reducing 
graduates’ contributions to community development, as illustrated in Table 1. 

 
Table 1.  Key Challenges in Improving the Quality of Islamic Higher 

Education 

Aspect Problem Impact 

Curriculum Not adaptive to 
technology 

Low graduate 
competitiveness 

Pedagogy Lecturer-centered 
learning 

Low student 
engagement 

Facilities Limited digital 
infrastructure 

Learning innovation 
constrained 

 
This situation also has implications for the lack of 21st-century 

competencies such as critical thinking, digital literacy, the ability to solve 
complex problems, and the ability to collaborate in a multicultural context 
(Nasbi, 2017b; Yuhasnil, 2020). The lack of adaptive pedagogical approaches 
results in learning that is only oriented towards achieving material goals, rather 
than strengthening students' intellectual and personal capacities. Thus, teaching 
methods become one of the significant factors that determine the extent to which 
the curriculum can be implemented effectively (du Plooy et al., 2024). 

Structural challenges also arise from limited learning facilities such as 
inadequate digital libraries, interactive classrooms, laboratories, and internet 
access which hinder research and technology based learning and widen the gap 
with modern educational demands. (Irmawati et al., 2025; Zakiyah & Arif, 2025). 
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Unconducive physical and digital learning environments reduce the 
effectiveness of curriculum implementation and pedagogical innovation, while 
the three challenges curriculum, pedagogy, and facilities are interdependent, 
requiring balanced development to produce competent graduates  (Eldina Sarah 
Nababan, 2024). Therefore, improving the quality of Islamic education requires 
simultaneous, structural, and collaborative reforms rather than isolated 
improvements in curriculum or facilities. 
Curriculum Based Quality Enhancement Integrative Strategy (Expanded & 
Revised Version) 

Literature synthesis shows that improving the quality of Islamic higher 
education requires an integrative model with the curriculum as the central axis 
coordinating teaching quality and educational facilities, forming a unified 
learning ecosystem, as outlined in Table 2. 
 

Table 2. Strategic Framework for Improving Islamic Education Quality 

Component Strategy Expected Outcome 

Curriculum Competency-based curriculum 
revision 

Adaptive and relevant 
learning 

Pedagogy Interactive teaching methods Active student learning 

Facilities Technology-based infrastructure Innovative learning 
environment 

 
First, competency-based curriculum revision is a fundamental step in 

responding to the learning needs of the 21st century. The curriculum should not 
only emphasize theoretical knowledge, but also develop academic, professional, 
and spiritual skills through practice-based learning, research, collaborative 
projects, and problem solving (Maghfiroh et al., 2022). A curriculum based solely 
on content and memorization is no longer adequate to meet the demands of a 
global environment that prioritizes flexibility, creativity, and adaptability. The 
implementation of a competency-based curriculum also ensures that Islamic 
values are not only taught declaratively, but internalized through reflective, 
applicable, and contextual learning experiences (Rismana & Hernawati, 2025). 

Improving lecturers’ pedagogical competence is crucial for effective 
curriculum implementation, as innovative approaches such as project based, 
blended, case-based, and research-based learning enhance student engagement 
and independence (Sofiatus Sobriyah, 2024; Sudirman, 2019). Transforming 
lecturers from knowledge transmitters to academic facilitators represents a 
paradigm shift that positions students as active learners and promotes 
participatory, collaborative, and future-oriented learning. 

Investment in educational facilities is essential for quality improvement, 
as infrastructure such as digital libraries, reliable internet, laboratories, online 
learning platforms, and interactive classrooms supports innovative curricula and 
pedagogy (Ahmad Riyadi et al., 2025; Khan et al., 2022). In the context of higher 
education globalization, learning facilities are not only technical support, but an 
integral part of the quality ecosystem that influences academic achievement, 
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learning motivation, and student readiness to face developments in science and 
technology. 

 

 

Figure 3. Integrative Model for Enhancing Islamic Higher Education Quality 
The integration of the three pillarscurriculum, pedagogy, and educational 

facilities shows that strengthening the quality of Islamic education does not only 
depend on the quality of curriculum design, but also on capacity building for 
educators and support for learning facilities and infrastructure (Zainuddin et al., 
2025). The curriculum determines the direction of learning, pedagogy ensures 
effective learning strategies at the implementation level, and educational 
facilities provide an environment and technology that support modern learning. 
If one of these three components does not function optimally, the synergistic 
effect will not be achieved, and the quality of Islamic education has the potential 
to stagnate (Al-Razi et al., 2024). Improving the quality of Islamic higher 
education requires a comprehensive systemic transformation involving 
policymakers, lecturers, faculties, and institutions to produce scientifically 
competitive, digitally adaptive, and spiritually strong graduates 

 
CONCLUSION  

This study concludes that improving the quality of Islamic education in 
higher education can only be achieved through an integrative approach that 
places the curriculum at the center of the learning system. The Islamic education 
curriculum must be designed adaptively so that it can shape students' scientific, 
professional, and moral competencies, while also being responsive to 
developments in science and technology. Literature findings show that 
challenges to education quality, such as irrelevant curricula, conventional 
teaching methods, and limited facilities, will reinforce each other negatively if 
not addressed in an integrated manner. Therefore, quality improvement 
strategies must combine competency-based curriculum revision, enhancement of 
lecturers' pedagogical capacity through interactive learning innovations, and 
investment in technology-based learning facilities to create a sustainable Islamic 
education ecosystem capable of producing graduates who are academically 
competitive, digitally adaptive, and spiritually strong. 
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