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Abstract:
The implementation of Qur'anic and Hadith values in Islamic education in Islamic Elementary
Schools has long been a major concern for educators, particularly through the optimization of
exemplary (uswah) and advice (mau'izhah) methods. This study aims to analyze in depth how
these methods are applied in an Islamic Elementary School environment, identify the obstacles
encountered, and offer recommendations for optimization strategies. Using a qualitative
approach with a case study design in one Islamic Elementary School that implements
education based on Qur'anic and Hadith values, data were collected through observation,
interviews, and documentation studies. The research findings demonstrate the strategic role of
exemplary and advice in the internalization of Islamic values, but their implementation faces
obstacles such as inconsistency in actor behavior, lack of curriculum integration, and external
cultural influences. The implementation of exemplary behavior is reflected in time discipline,
congregational worship, and empathetic teacher behavior, while the advice method is carried
out both formally and informally, although it is often still less contextual and hampered by
external environmental influences. Success was achieved in the aspects of religious habits and
strengthening student character. For optimization, this study recommends an integrative
model based on the Quran and Hadith, strengthening the role of teachers, and active
collaboration between schools and parents. The implications of this research are expected to
make a tangible contribution to the formation of Islamic character and improving the quality of
Islamic education in elementary schools.
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INTRODUCTION

This research section contains the background, research problem,
summary of previous relevant studies, knowledge gaps, and research
objectives. It will reveal the current state of the art, its originality, and single-
spaced APA style. Examples: (Moleong, 2016), (Sheikhalizadeh & Piralaiy,
2017), (Levina et al., 2016)

The phenomenon of the degradation of students' moral values and
character is a serious issue facing the world of education today, including in
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Islamic Elementary Schools (SDI). Empirically, elementary education faces the
challenge of weakening the internalization of religious values in students' daily
behavior. Frequent cases include low levels of religious discipline, a lack of
etiquette toward teachers, and a lack of appreciation of the values of the Qur'an
and Hadith in daily social interactions (Sari, 2023:58; Lestari et al., 2024:380). In
practice, the implementation of Islamic Religious Education learning remains
highly cognitive and normative. The Qur'an and Hadith materials focus more
on literal reading, memorization, and understanding, without any practical
internalization of values (Aulia & Nafiisah, 2023:73).

Research at the UPT SDN Baruia No. 44 Selayar Islands (Lestari et al.,
2024:382) revealed that although teachers had tried to implement the exemplary
method, the internalization of Islamic religious values was not optimal because
student behavior was still inconsistent. This is also reinforced by the findings of
Sari (2023:67) who showed a gap between the objectives of Islamic character in
the curriculum and the realization of practices in schools. Furthermore,
Idharudin and Nurhasanah (2025:240) noted that instilling values based on the
Qur'an and Hadith requires an applicable, contextual, and sustainable method.

Various studies confirm that the methods of role modeling (uswah) and
advice (mau'izhah) are the foundation of Islamic character education.
According to Wahyuningtyas (2015:113), role modeling is highly influential in
shaping students' religious attitudes because elementary school-aged children
are in the phase of imitation and identification with figures around them.
Prasetiya and Cholily (2021:22) add that advice provided consistently and
contextually can strengthen the understanding and application of Islamic
values in students' lives. The integration of the role modeling and advice
approaches must be carried out simultaneously by the school ecosystem
(teachers, principals, education staff, parents) so that the internalization of
values takes place systematically and holistically (Aula Ramadhani et al.,
2025:143; Aminudin et al., 2024:80).

However, the effectiveness of these two methods remains a matter of
debate in academia. Ferihana and Rahmatullah (2023:36-29) and Lestari et al.
(2024:386) highlight the challenges of integrity and consistency among
educators in demonstrating holistic role models. Meanwhile, the development
and innovation of advice using contextual approaches and contemporary media
is also beginning to receive attention (Misbah, 2025:234). Furthermore,
optimizing educational strategies based on role models and advice must also be
supported by programs for habituation, collaboration, and the inculcation of a
school's religious culture (Wardati & Ridha, 2024:59; Khoiriah et al., 2023:56).

Reflecting on the phenomena and various study results above,
optimizing the role model and advice method in SDI requires synergy between
teachers, principals, parents, and the environment, based on the integration of
the values of the Qur'an and Hadith. The effectiveness of both will determine
the extent to which the internalization of values can be realized in real life in
students' behavior, thereby maximizing the ideals of character education in
Islam (Rozak, 2025:4; Aminudin et al., 2024:81). This study focuses on analyzing
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the implementation, challenges, and strategies for optimizing the role model
and advice method in SDI as an effort to fill the gap between the ideals of
Islamic education concepts and the reality of daily educational practices.

RESEARCH METHODS

The research used a qualitative approach with a case study design at
Adzkia Islamic Elementary School, which was purposively selected based on its
track record of integrating religious education into the school curriculum. The
research subjects consisted of the principal, Islamic Religious Education
teachers, fourth-sixth grade students, and parents as supporting informants.
Data collection techniques included participatory observation of school
activities, in-depth interviews with key informants, and documentation of
learning tools and school programs (Miles, Huberman, & Saldana, 2014:33).
Data validity was strengthened through triangulation of sources and methods.
Data analysis applied an interactive model: data reduction, data presentation,
and conclusion drawing, so that data interpretation truly reflected field reality
and authentic learning experiences (Miles et al., 2014:126).

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The research results indicate that the implementation of the exemplary
and advice method in SDI is divided into three main forms: personal teacher
exemplary behavior, school institutional exemplary behavior, and integrated
pedagogical advice.

Teacher Personal Exemplary Behavior: Demonstrated through time
discipline, consistent congregational worship, polite language, empathy, and
honest behavior. Many students report that they easily adopt positive values if
teachers demonstrate continuity between words and actions (Wahyuningtyas,
2015:146; Ferihana & Rahmatullah, 2023:3633).

School Institutional Exemplary Behavior: This is manifested through
religious practices such as the practice of Dhuha prayer, morning prayer
together, or daily Quran reading. These collective habits reinforce the message
of Islamic values that teachers have personally internalized (Lestari et al.,
2024:384; Ismail, 2018:57).

Pedagogical Advice: Delivered by teachers in both formal (classroom
learning) and informal settings (daily dialogues, morning briefings) using a
reflective and dialogical approach. However, some students admitted that they
were often more influenced by their environment and social media than by the
teacher's verbal advice. This proves that in addition to methods, strengthening
the learning environment is also crucial (Aminudin et al., 2024:80; Ramadhoni,
2023:112).

Based on observations and interviews, inconsistencies were found
among a number of teachers in optimally displaying exemplary behavior.
Teachers admitted that administrative demands sometimes prevented them
from fully focusing on exemplary behavior (Interview Data, 2025).
Furthermore, the advice given was often not contextualized to the current
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problems students faced, thus reducing its effectiveness. The influence of
external culture and the use of social media also proved to be challenges
(Misbah, 2025:241).

However, habituation methods such as congregational prayer programs,
religious morning talks, and the habit of reading the Qur'an have provided real
strengthening of students' religious character, forming values of obedience,
patience, responsibility, and mutual cooperation (Ramadhoni, 2023:116;
Hasanah, 2024:65).

The findings of the implementation of the exemplary and advice
methods at Adzkia Elementary School can be described in the following table:

Table: 1 Implementation of the Role Model and Advice Method at Adzkia

Elementary School
No Aspect El: empl.ary Advice
ehavior

1 Frequent, Routine,

Implementation approaching sometimes
consistent non-contextual

2 Curriculum Section . Already . Already
integrated integrated

3 Teacher Student
Obstacle readiness & resistance,

commitment culture

Synergy between principals and parents is necessary for monitoring and
evaluation to build a systemic, holistic, and contextual system for internalizing
the values of the Quran and Hadith (Saragih, 2025:46; Wardati & Ridha,
2024:61). Media innovation and contextualization of advice are key strategies
for delivering meaningful messages (Misbah, 2025:237; Prasetiya & Cholily,
2021:24).

The findings of this study affirm that exemplary behavior is one of the
most effective methods of character education, as it operates through a natural
process of modeling. In the context of Islamic education, teachers function not
only as transmitters of knowledge but also as moral and spiritual figures who
are directly observed by students. When teachers consistently demonstrate
exemplary behavior, Islamic values are not merely understood cognitively but
are also internalized affectively and manifested in students” behavior.

Nevertheless, the results also reveal that personal exemplary behavior
among teachers has not been evenly implemented. This condition indicates a
gap between the ideal role of teachers as uswah hasanah and the realities of
modern professional demands, particularly administrative workloads. These
tindings reinforce the view that strengthening students’ character cannot be
placed solely on individual teachers but requires systemic support from school
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management.

On the other hand, pedagogical advice continues to play an important
role; however, its effectiveness declines when it is not aligned with the context
of students’ lives. Normative advice that lacks relevance to current challenges —
such as the influence of social media, peer interaction, and digital culture—
tends to have a limited impact. Therefore, advice needs to be delivered in a
contextual and dialogical manner and supported by media that are close to
students” daily experiences in order to become more meaningful.

The success of religious habituation programs demonstrates that a
consistently religious learning environment is capable of serving as a primary
buffer against negative external influences. Habituation acts as a bridge
between exemplary behavior and advice, as the values modeled and conveyed
through advice are reinforced through repeated practices in everyday school
life.

Thus, the findings emphasize the importance of synergy among school
principals, teachers, and parents in conducting continuous monitoring and
evaluation of character education. A holistic, systemic, and contextual approach
is required so that the values of the Qur’an and Hadith are not only taught but
truly embodied in students’ behavior (Saragih, 2025:46; Wardati & Ridha,
2024:61). Media innovation and the contextualization of advice emerge as key

strategies for strengthening the relevance of Islamic character education in the
digital era (Misbah, 2025:237; Prasetiya & Cholily, 2021:24).

CONCLUSION

Optimizing the role model and advice methods in implementing the
values of the Quran and Hadith in Islamic elementary schools requires
commitment from all stakeholders, strengthening synergy between schools and
families, and consistent teacher behavior as role models. Updated strategies for
delivering advice need to be adapted to current developments and the
psychological needs of students.

This research emphasizes the need for full integration of Islamic values
into the curriculum and school culture, where successful internalization is
reflected in students' actual behavior. For future research, the authors
recommend exploring digital models and multi-stakeholder collaboration to
strengthen the effectiveness of role-modeling and advice methods in Islamic
elementary education.
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