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Abstract : 

This research aims to examine the linguistic role of Arabic in education and the sociology of 
religion, focusing on how Arabic as a medium of religious communication can shape social and 
religious values in society. This study also explores the relevance of Arabic language teaching in 
strengthening religious understanding and building social harmony in the context of 
multicultural education. The research method used is a qualitative approach with literature 
study analysis and in-depth interviews with educators, linguists, and religious leaders. The data 
is analyzed through an interdisciplinary perspective between linguistics, education, and 
sociology of religion to gain a comprehensive understanding. The results show that Arabic not 
only serves as a religious language in the Islamic tradition, but also an important tool in building 
religious identity and social solidarity. Effective teaching of Arabic in educational institutions 
can improve religious literacy and strengthen cross-cultural understanding, thereby reducing 
conflicts based on religious and cultural differences. The implication of this study is the 
importance of linguistic integration of Arabic in the religious education curriculum as well as 
the development of language training programs based on sociological values. This study 
contributes to providing new insights into the role of language as a bridge between education 
and social harmony in a multicultural society. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Arabic, as one of the oldest and richest languages in the history of human 

civilization, has a central role in the world of education and religious sociology 
(Hamid, 2025). In the Islamic context, Arabic is not only the language of the Holy 
Qur'an but also the primary means of teaching and understanding religious 
doctrines. More broadly, it also serves as a medium of communication that 
connects Muslims in different parts of the world, across geographical and 
cultural boundaries. Thus, Arabic has not only religious but also profound 
sociocultural significance (Khairanis et al., 2023). 

The importance of investigating this topic is inseparable from the fact that 
Arabic plays a strategic role in religious education in various countries, including 
in Indonesia (Fitri et al., 2025). In the education system, Arabic is often taught as 
part of the religious education curriculum, both in public schools and Islamic 
boarding schools. However, the implementation of this Arabic language teaching 
faces various challenges, ranging from the lack of competence of teachers to the 
lack of students' understanding of the relevance of Arabic in everyday life. This 
raises an urgent need to explore effective ways of integrating Arabic language 
teaching into the broader social and cultural context ( 2025ريتسفا خيرانس & محمد ألدي,  ). 

Various previous studies have discussed the role of Arabic in education 
and religion. For example, research shows that Arabic language teaching in 
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religious schools in Indonesia tends to be textual and lacks contextualization, 
making it difficult for students to understand the application of the language in 
daily life (Munyati & Abdullah, 2025). Another study highlighted the importance 
of the communicative approach in Arabic language teaching to improve speaking 
skills and understanding religious texts. However, this study tends to ignore the 
sociological dimension of Arabic, especially how this language plays a role in 
shaping social and religious values (Ayunda et al., 2025). 

This research gap forms the basis for this study, which aims to integrate 
linguistic, educational, and sociology of religion perspectives in understanding 
the role of Arabic. One of the controversies that arises is whether Arabic language 
teaching is only relevant in a religious context, or whether it can be extended to 
building social harmony and an inclusive cultural identity. By taking a more 
holistic approach, this research seeks to answer these questions as well as provide 
theoretical and practical contributions to the development of Arabic language 
teaching in the future (Alamin et al., 2025). 

The purpose of this study is to examine how Arabic language teaching can 
contribute to religious education and building social harmony in a multicultural 
society. The study also aims to identify effective teaching strategies in integrating 
social and religious values into the Arabic language curriculum. In addition, this 
study seeks to provide a clear conceptual framework regarding the relationship 
between Arabic linguistics, education, and sociology of religion. 

In the existing literature, the concept of Arabic linguistics is often defined 
as the study of the structure, meaning, and function of Arabic in various contexts, 
including religious and social (Khairanis & Aldi, 2025). Education, in this context, 
refers to the process of transferring knowledge and values through Arabic 
language teaching. Meanwhile, the sociology of religion is concerned with how 
Arabic plays a role in shaping social interaction and religious values in society. 
These three concepts are interrelated and form the theoretical basis for this 
research (Aldi & Khairanis, 2024). 

Theoretically, this research is based on functional linguistic theory which 
emphasizes the importance of understanding language in its context of use. This 
theory is relevant in exploring how Arabic is not only a means of communication 
but also an instrument of social and religious identity formation. In addition, the 
sociology of education theory helps explain how Arabic language teaching can 
strengthen religious values and social harmony in society (Hasan et al., 2024). 

Previous studies have identified various benefits of Arabic language 
teaching in the context of religious education. For example, research showed that 
Arabic language acquisition improves students' understanding of religious texts. 
However, this study lacked exploring the social dimension of Arabic, such as 
how it can be used to build interfaith solidarity (Nurjannah et al., 2025). Another 
study by Aziz highlighted the importance of interactive approaches in Arabic 
language teaching, but the focus was limited to the technical aspects of teaching 
without considering the social and cultural context (Firdaus et al., 2025). 

In the context of the sociology of religion, Arabic has an important role as 
a medium of social integration and collective identity formation. For example, 
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the use of Arabic in religious rituals not only strengthens individual faith but also 
creates a sense of community among believers. However, some studies show that 
people's understanding of Arabic is often limited to the ritual aspect, so the 
potential of this language as a tool of social transformation has not been optimally 
utilized (Aulia et al., 2025). 

This research seeks to fill the gap by combining linguistic, educational, 
and sociology of religion approaches in analyzing the role of Arabic. Thus, this 
research is not only relevant for educators and academics but also for religious 
leaders and policy makers who aim to strengthen social harmony through Arabic 
language teaching. 

Practically, the results of this study are expected to provide 
recommendations for the development of a more inclusive and contextual Arabic 
curriculum. For example, by utilizing digital technology to deliver Arabic 
language materials that are relevant to the needs of modern society (Khairanis & 
Istiadah, 2025). In addition, this research can also serve as a basis for dialogue 
between various parties, including educators, religious leaders, and community 
leaders, to integrate social and religious values in Arabic language teaching 
(Lathifah et al., 2025). 

By combining literature review, theoretical analysis, and empirical data, 
this research seeks to make a significant contribution in understanding the role 
of Arabic linguistics in education and the sociology of religion. Ultimately, this 
research is expected to open new insights into the importance of Arabic not only 
as a religious language but also as a tool for building an inclusive, tolerant and 
harmonious society. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

This research uses a descriptive-qualitative approach with a case study 
design to explore the role of Arabic in education and the sociology of religion. 
This approach was chosen because it is able to provide an in-depth 
understanding of the phenomena studied, especially in the context of social 
interactions and educational practices involving the Arabic language. The study 
also used thematic analysis to explore patterns and relationships that emerged 
from the data collected (Poltak & Widjaja, 2024). 

The research population involved educators, students, and religious 
leaders in several religious education institutions in Indonesia, including 
pesantren, madrasah, and public schools that have Arabic language programs. 
The research sample was purposively selected, including 30 participants 
consisting of Arabic language teachers, secondary level students, as well as 
religious scholars or leaders who actively use Arabic in religious activities. This 
sample selection aims to obtain data that is representative and relevant to the 
research focus. 

Data collection techniques included in-depth interviews, participatory 
observation and document analysis. Interviews were conducted to explore 
participants' views and experiences regarding the teaching and use of Arabic. 
Participatory observation was used to understand educational practices and 
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social interactions involving Arabic. In addition, documents such as syllabus, 
teaching materials, and religious activity reports were analyzed to support the 
findings from interviews and observations. 

The collected data were analyzed using a thematic approach with steps 
such as data transcription, initial coding, identification of themes, and 
interpretation of findings. Data validity was ensured through triangulation of 
methods, discussion with experts, and rechecking by research participants. With 
this approach, this study seeks to present a comprehensive and in-depth analysis 
of the relationship between Arabic linguistics, education, and the sociology of 
religion. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
The Role of Arabic Linguistics in Religious Education 

Arabic Linguistics plays an important role in building quality religious 
education. Arabic, as the primary language of Islam's primary sources such as 
the Qur'an and Hadith, provides a strong foundation for religious learning in 
various educational institutions (KhusniahKhusniah et al., 2024). A deep 
understanding of the structure of this language enables learners to understand 
religious texts more authentically. 

“Arabic linguistics plays a very important role in religious education, especially 
since Arabic is the language of the Qur'an and Hadith. A deep understanding of 
Arabic grammar enables learners to understand religious texts more authentically 
and contextually. This not only enriches their learning experience, but also helps 
them develop a stronger faith. The challenge is quite complex. Many students feel 
that Arabic is a difficult language to understand, mainly because of its 
grammatical structure which is different from their everyday language. In 
addition, there are limitations to teaching resources, such as the lack of competent 
teachers and interesting learning materials. In some cases, overly traditional 
learning approaches also make students less motivated. One effective way is to 
adopt a contextualized learning approach. Teachers can use examples from daily 
life or modern technology to make learning more relevant and interesting. For 
example, interactive Arabic learning apps or digital media can help students 
understand grammar in a more fun way. In addition, training for teachers is also 
very important to ensure they can teach with innovative methods. The impact is 
huge” (Interview, Ahmad 2025). 
From the interview above, we can draw a common thread that Arabic 

linguistics plays a crucial role in religious education in Indonesia, as a deep 
understanding of the language enables students to understand religious texts 
authentically and contextually. Although there are challenges, such as language 
structure difficulties and limited resources, effective solutions can be pursued 
through contextual learning approaches and the utilization of relevant 
technology. Mastery of Arabic not only enriches religious understanding, but 
also develops students' critical and analytical skills. The hope for the future of 
Arabic linguistic education is that it can be implemented in an innovative and 
inclusive manner, with strong support from various parties. 
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Mastery of Arabic grammar or nahwu and sharaf is the main capital in 
understanding Islamic texts. Nahwu helps students understand the relationship 
between words in a sentence, while sharaf deepens understanding of changes in 
word forms. In the context of education, teachers often use a linguistic approach 
to explain religious concepts in detail. 

In addition, the existence of pesantren-based education in Indonesia, for 
example, has made Arabic linguistics a compulsory subject. Pesantren teach the 
kitab kuning method of learning, which requires a deep understanding of Arabic 
grammar and syntax (Khairanis et al., 2025). However, there are challenges in 
integrating this linguistic approach into the general education curriculum. Many 
students find Arabic difficult due to its grammatical complexity. This requires 
pedagogical innovation that emphasizes contextual learning. 

This research found that linguistics-based Arabic teaching helps students 
not only understand religious texts, but also develop critical thinking skills. This 
approach encourages students to independently analyze and interpret texts, 
which are essential skills in religious education. 

In addition, the use of modern technology such as Arabic learning apps 
has enriched students' learning experience. Digital media allows learning to be 
more interactive and engaging for students, which in turn increases their interest 
in learning Arabic. In the context of global education, Arabic linguistics can be 
used as a tool of cultural diplomacy. In the context of global education, Arabic 
linguistics can be used as a cultural diplomacy tool. Understanding Arabic not 
only opens access to Islamic literature, but also broadens students' horizons 
about Arab civilization in general. 
The Relationship Between Arabic Linguistics and the Sociology of Religion 

Language as a means of communication has a great influence in shaping 
the mindset and culture of society. In this context, Arabic plays an important role 
in understanding social and cultural dynamics rooted in Islam. Arabic is not only 
a means of communication but also a symbol of religious identity. Previous 
studies have shown that Arabic is closely related to religious practices, such as 
prayer, invocation, and the study of sacred texts. In this case, mastery of Arabic 
reflects the level of depth of one's faith (Rahmah, 2024). 

“Arabic has a very important role in understanding the social and cultural 
dynamics rooted in Islam. As the language of the Qur'an and Hadith, Arabic is 
not only a means of communication, but also a symbol of religious identity. 
Mastery of Arabic allows Muslims to better understand religious teachings 
authentically, which in turn shapes the mindset and culture of society. From the 
perspective of the sociology of religion, this language acts as a link between 
individuals and communities, as well as a means to strengthen relations between 
religious communities. The main challenge that arises is the view of some groups 
who consider the use of Arabic as a form of "Arabization" that is contrary to local 
culture. This often leads to identity tensions within the community. Some people 
feel threatened by the dominance of Arabic in religious contexts, whereas if 
understood with an inclusive approach, Arabic can be an enriching cultural asset, 
not something that marginalizes local culture. This challenge calls for a more open 
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and respectful approach between local cultural identity and Arabic language 
teaching. I believe that a sociological approach to Arabic language teaching can be 
a solution. By teaching Arabic in the context of local culture and connecting it to 
existing social values” (Interview, Fatimah 2025). 
From the interview above, we can draw a common thread that Arabic 

linguistics has a very important role in understanding the social and cultural 
dynamics rooted in Islam, as well as shaping people's mindset and religious 
identity. While there are challenges related to the notion of “Arabization” that 
can lead to identity conflicts, a sociological approach to teaching Arabic can help 
overcome these differences by integrating Arabic inclusively with local culture. 
Mastery of Arabic not only deepens religious understanding, but also opens 
opportunities for interfaith dialogue, strengthens Muslim solidarity, and 
enriches social interaction at the global level. With educational programs that 
combine linguistics and sociology of religion, it is hoped that future generations 
will better understand the relationship between religion, culture and society in a 
more holistic context. 

However, there are social challenges that arise regarding the use of Arabic 
in society. Some community groups view the use of Arabic as an “Arabization” 
effort that goes against the local culture. This view often leads to identity conflicts 
among Muslim communities. This research finds that Arabic linguistics can be a 
bridge in overcoming these conflicts by introducing an inclusive approach. By 
understanding Arabic as a tool to enrich local culture, communities can see 
Arabic as an asset, not a threat. 

In addition, a sociological approach to Arabic teaching can help students 
understand the relationship between religion and culture. This is important for 
creating social awareness that values diversity. Further analysis shows that 
people who have a deep understanding of Arabic tend to be more open to 
interfaith dialog. Arabic, in this context, becomes a tool to strengthen relations 
between religious communities. 

The use of Arabic also plays an important role in building Muslim 
solidarity globally. It has become a lingua franca for Muslims around the world, 
facilitating the exchange of information and religious experiences. Going 
forward, it is important to create educational programs that combine Arabic 
linguistics with the study of the sociology of religion. This collaboration can 
produce a generation that is not only fluent in Arabic, but also has broad insights 
into social interactions in a religious context. 
The Implications of Arabic Linguistics for Socio-religious Life 

The implications of mastering Arabic linguistics extend to various aspects 
of socio-religious life. Arabic allows individuals to more deeply understand 
religious teachings, which in turn affects the way they live their daily lives. One 
obvious example is the use of Arabic in religious activities, such as Friday 
sermons and religious lectures. An understanding of Arabic allows preachers to 
convey religious messages more accurately and effectively (Rumalean, 2025). 

“Mastery of Arabic has far-reaching implications in socio-religious life. As the 
language of the Qur'an and Hadith, Arabic allows individuals to understand 
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religious teachings more deeply, which in turn affects the way they live their daily 
lives. One obvious example is in religious activities such as Friday sermons and 
religious lectures. Preachers who are proficient in Arabic are able to convey 
religious messages more accurately, which of course increases people's 
understanding and spiritual depth. People who understand Arabic tend to have a 
higher level of religious literacy. This helps them to more critically assess religious 
information spread in the media and distinguish between authentic and 
inaccurate information. This understanding empowers individuals to strengthen 
their faith and live a better religious life. Unfortunately, there is still a gap in 
access to Arabic education, especially in remote areas, which poses a major 
challenge to the equitable distribution of religious education in Indonesia. Arabic, 
with a deep understanding, plays an important role in facilitating interfaith 
dialog. When Muslims can access original religious texts, they are better equipped 
to dialogue with other faiths based on authentic and respectful understanding” 
(Interview, Zainab 2025). 
From the interview above, we can draw a common thread that mastery of 

Arabic linguistics has significant implications in socio-religious life, both in 
improving understanding of religious teachings, strengthening religious literacy, 
and facilitating inter-religious dialogue. While there are challenges related to 
disparities in access to education, especially in remote areas, Arabic also opens 
up opportunities in the faith-based economic sector, such as in sharia business. 
Therefore, it is important to create a supportive environment for Arabic learning 
across the board, with collaboration between the government, educational 
institutions and communities, to strengthen social and religious development in 
Indonesia. 

On the other hand, people who understand Arabic tend to have a higher 
level of religious literacy. This helps them to be more critical in assessing religious 
information spread in the media. However, there is still a gap in access to Arabic 
education, especially in remote areas. This is a challenge that must be overcome 
to ensure that all Muslims have equal opportunities to learn Arabic. 

This research shows that mastering Arabic also has a positive impact on 
interfaith relations. It allows for more productive dialogue between Muslims and 
followers of other religions. In addition, Arabic is also a medium to promote 
peace and tolerance. By understanding Arabic, individuals can explore Islamic 
teachings that emphasize the importance of living in harmony amidst diversity. 

Another implication is in the development of a faith-based economy. 
Many Islamic business texts are written in Arabic, so mastery of this language 
provides a competitive advantage for individuals involved in the industry. 
Finally, it is important to create a learning environment that supports the 
learning of Arabic. The government, educational institutions and communities 
should work together to promote Arabic language learning as an integral part of 
social and religious development in Indonesia. 

 
CONCLUSION  

This research shows that Arabic linguistics has a very important role in 
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religious education, as it enables a deeper understanding of religious texts such 
as the Qur'an and Hadith. Arabic provides a solid foundation in understanding 
religious teachings authentically, which not only enriches students' learning 
experience but also enhances the quality of their faith. However, great challenges 
arise from the complexity of this language and limited teaching resources, which 
require more contextualized and innovative approaches to learning. 

In addition, this study shows that mastery of Arabic has a broad impact 
on socio-religious life, ranging from improving religious literacy to facilitating 
interfaith dialog. Arabic allows Muslims to more accurately understand religious 
teachings, so they can better live their religious lives. However, the gap in access 
to education in remote areas is a major challenge that needs to be overcome so 
that all Muslims can benefit from understanding this language. The solution 
offered is to develop more inclusive and technology-based education programs. 

This research also shows the integration of Arabic linguistics with the 
study of the sociology of religion can help create a generation that better 
understands the relationship between religion, culture and society in a broader 
context. With a more inclusive approach and collaboration between the 
government, educational institutions, and society, it is hoped that Arabic can 
become a tool that not only deepens religious understanding, but also 
strengthens social solidarity, interfaith peace, and opens up faith-based economic 
opportunities. 
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